
 

RE:  AP US Government & Politics: Getting Ahead Work (i.e. choose to do during summer or when back in school according to 
deadlines listed) 

Welcome to  AP GoPo!  This next year will be awesome, and I am excited to get to know you all over the course of the next year!  
Because of the importance of the Constitution in this course and the depth of knowledge you need to have it, we have an 
opportunity for you do work in advance!  You can either do these assignments over the summer OR you can choose to do them 
as they are assigned.  (There are a ton of primary documents, to include the entire US Constitution if that will help you make the 
right choice for YOU!)    All the Amsco handouts/assignments (starts on page 31 of this document) must be handwritten 
(contact me if there is an issue with this), it is due as follows:   

 Amsco Reading Guide Ch. 1 (Topics 1.1 through 1.3) is due on August 4th at 11:59 pm  

 Amsco Reading Guide Ch. 2 (Topic 1.4 -1.6) is due on August 11th at 11:59 pm.   

Either way, think of doing this reading as freeing yourself up in May after the AP exam as we are traditionally scheduled for the 

very first one on the very first day of the exam schedule!!)  Make sure that when you come across The BIG IDEA, you write it 

down!   

Below are links to some Required Documents you may need to reference when doing your assignments, and we will use them all 

year long! 

Declaration of Independence  https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript  

Articles of Confederation:  https://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/articles-of-confederation  

Brutus 1 https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/brutus-i/  OR 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-government-and-civics/us-gov-foundations/us-gov-

government-power-and-individual-rights/v/anti-federalists-and-brutus-i  

Federalist 10  https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/federalist-no-10 OR 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-government-and-civics/us-gov-foundations/us-gov-

government-power-and-individual-rights/v/federalist-papers-10-part-1 AND 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-government-and-civics/us-gov-foundations/us-gov-

government-power-and-individual-rights/v/federalist-papers-10-part-2  

Constitution found on https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution You can read 

in full or by different sections—we will refer to this all year so learn it well! 

Bill of Rights https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/bill-of-rights  

Federalist 51 https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/federalist-no-51  

On pages 2 through 30 are the chapters from the Amsco reading that you need for the first Amsco assignments from Unit 1 

(which are pages 31-52); you will get a copy of the 3rd Edition when we start school!   
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Reference Federalist 10 and Brutus 1!!!! (See video links at beginning of this 

document if you would rather use those.) 

 

 

 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/federalist-no-10
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/brutus-i/


 



 

Reference Articles of Confederation!



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Reference the US Constitution!! 

 

 

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution


 

 



 



 

Reference the Bill of Rights!!! 

 

https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/bill-of-rights


 



 



 



 



 

Reference Federalist 51!!! 

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/federalist-no-51


 

 

 

--end of Reading assignments— 

 

 

 

 



 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Must be HANDWRITTEN!   
 
 

AP GoPo (AKA: AP Gov) 
Amsco Reading Guide Unit 1: chapters 1 and 2  

 
Chapter 1 (Topics 1.1-1.3) 

 

Learning Target 1: How are democratic ideals reflected in the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. 
Constitution? 

 
AMSCO Topic 1.1 (page 3) 
Influence of Enlightenment Thought 

 

Thomas Hobbes 
and Leviathan 

 

John Locke 
and Natural Law 

 

Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
and The Social Contract 

 

Baron de Montesquieu 
and The Spirit of the Laws 

 



Republicanism- 
 
 
 
 

Limited Government- 
 
 
 

 
Natural Law- 

 
 
 
 

Popular Sovereignty- 
 
 
 

 
The Declaration of Independence (Excerpt on Page 6) (Complete text on pgs. 696-699) 

 

Primary Author 
and Committee Members 

 

Unalienable Rights 
Meaning and Listing 

Meaning- 
 
 
 

1. 
 
 

2. 
 
 

3. 



Abuses by the Crown  

Assent to Laws Problem? 

Called together legislative bodies at places… Problem? 

Has dissolved Representative Houses… Problem? 

 
 

Analyze the claims made in the Declaration of Independence. Explain how these claims relate to the 

Enlightenment thought and republican ideals- 



The key claim in the Declaration of Independence- the claim on which the revolution was based- can be 

found in the second paragraph of the complete text. Identify that claim and describe it in your own 

words. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What role do the facts “submitted to the candid world” play in the argument? 
 
 
 

 
What hints does the Declaration of Independence give as to what the nature of the new government the 

colonials hoped to form would be like and aspire to? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Articles of Confederation- 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Revolutionary War- 



The U.S. Constitution: A Blueprint for Government (p.7) 
 

Purpose of Convention-  

James Madison-  

George Washington-  

Alexander Hamilton-  

Benjamin Franklin-  

Grand Committee-  

 

Lesson learned from Hobbes- 
 
 
 

 
Disagreement with Hobbes- 

 
 
 

 
Social Contract- 

 
 
 

 

BIG IDEA - 



 
 
 
 

 

Representative Republic- 
 
 
 

 
Democratic Ideals Examples in the Founding Documents 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Learning Target 2: How are models of representative democracy visible in U.S. institutions, policies, 
events, and debates? 

 
AMSCO Topic 1.2 page 10 

Representative Democracy- 



Three Forms of Representative Democracy 
 

Participatory Democracy Definitions and Examples 

Pluralist Democracy Definitions and Examples 

Elite Democracy Definitions and Examples 

 

Places where self-representation can be found: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Purpose of the Electoral College- 

 
 
 
 

What role does Elite Democracy play in term lengths within our government? 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Question in forming the Constitution: 



Balance reflected in Constitution- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tension Between Political Beliefs Regarding Ratification 

 

 Federalists Anti-Federalists 

Leading Member(s)   

Position on Ratification   

Pseudonym and Classical 
Symbolism 

  

Number of Essays   

 

Initiatives- 
 
 
 

 
Referendum- 

 
 
 
 

Interest Group- 



 
What do Madison and Jefferson disagree about regarding the proposed Constitution? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How are models of representative democracy visible in U.S. institutions, policies, events, and debates? 

Examples of Participatory Examples of Pluralist Examples of Elite 

   

 
 
 
 



Learning Target 3: How are Federalist and Anti-Federalist views on central government and democracy 
reflected in America’s foundational documents? 

 
AMSCO Topic 1.3 (page 16) 

 

Power Distributed under Articles of Confederation: 
 
 
 
 

James Madison- 
 
 
 

 
Federalist Argument- 

 
 
 
 

Faction- 
 
 
 
 
 

Concern addressed in Federalist 10: 
 
 
 
 
 

Constitutional Solution Outlined in Federalist 10: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patrick Henry and George Mason- 



Explain Ant-Federalist fear over “necessary and proper”: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Concerns laid out in Brutus I: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How are Federalist and Anti-Federalist views on central government and democracy reflected in 

America’s foundational documents? 
 

 View on Central Government Evidence from Foundational Document 

Federalists   

Anti-Federalists   

 

 

------------------End of Ch. 1 Assignment/Ch. 2 on following pages------------------



Chapter 2 (Topics 1.4-1.6) 
 

Learning Target 4: How did the provisions of the Articles of Confederation lead to debates over gaining 
powers formerly reserved for states to the federal government? 

 

AMSCO Topic 1.4 (page 27) 
 

Under the Articles, what does each state retain? 
 
 
 

Key Provisions of the Articles of Confederation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identified Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation: 



What major power did the central government lack under the Articles of Confederation? 
 
 
 
 
 

What problems did this cause? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
James Madison’s proposed tax formula: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daniel Shays: 

 
 
 
 
 

Rebel Demands: 
 

 
1. 

 

 
2. 

 

 
3. 

 

 
What did Shays’ Rebellion expose the need for? 



John Adams stated that a man’s “ ” was still his state, and that the Congress was 

 

 
“ .” 

 

 
How did the provisions of the Articles of Confederation lead to debates over gaining powers formerly 

reserved for states to the federal government? 
 

Provision from the Articles of Confederation How the Provision Proved to be a Weakness 
  

  

 
 



Learning Target 5: What was the ongoing impact of political negotiation and compromise at the 
Constitutional Convention on the development of the constitutional system? 

 
AMSCO Topic 1.5 (page 32) 

Competing Interests: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bicameral- 

 

 
 
 

Unicameral- 
 

Issue Question to Answer Groups Interested 

Representation   

Slavery   

Office of the President 
(Executive Power) 

  

Federalism   

 



 

Summary of Major Compromises: 
 

Virginia Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Compromise  

 

 

 

Issue of Slavery  
* 

 
 
 

* 

Electoral College  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confederal System- 
 
 
 
 

Federal System- 
 
 
 

 

Purpose/ Subject of Each Article of the Constitution (p. 38) 
 

Article I  

Article II  

Article III  

Article IV  

Article V  

Article VI  

Article VII  

 
 

Ratification- 
 
 
 

 
Bill of Rights- 

 
 
 

 
Why was it argued that a Bill of Rights would be necessary? 



Selected Rights in the Bill of Rights 
 

Amendment I * 
 

* 
 

* 
 

* 
 

* 

Amendment II  

Amendment III  

Amendment IV  

Amendment V * 
 

* 
 

* 
 

* 
* 

Amendment VI * 
 

* 
 

* 
 

* 
 

* 

Amendment VII * 
 
 

* 



Amendment VIII * 
 

* 

Amendment IX  

Amendment X  

 
 

BIG IDEA - 
 
 
 

 
What was the ongoing impact of political negotiation and compromise at the Constitutional Convention 

on the development of the constitutional system? 
 

Constitutional Compromise Impact (Historically or Currently) 

  



Learning Target 6: What do the principles of separation of powers and “checks and balances” mean to 
the U.S. political system? 

 
AMSCO Topic 1.6 (page 45) 

 

 

 Makes the Laws 
 



 

 Article    

 

 

 Carries out the Laws 
 



 
 Article    

 

 

 Interprets the Laws 
 



 

 Article    

 

Explain the Roles of Each Branch of Government 

Legislative- 

 
 

 
Access Points- 

 

 
Executive- 

 
 
 

 
Access Points- 

 

 
Judicial- 



Access Points- 
 

 
Fill in this Illustration with possible checks and balances between the branches of government: 

 
 

 

BIG IDEA - 
 
 

 

Veto- 
 
 
 
 

Pocket Veto- 
 
 
 

 
Veto Override- 

 
 
 



 
“Advice and Consent”- 

 
 
 
 

Impeachment- 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Examples of Separation of Powers Examples of Checks and Balances 

* 
 
 

* 
 
 

* 

* 
 
 

* 
 
 

* 

 

 

--------------------END OF ASSIGNMENT---------------------- 


